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10,000 years in our Traditional Homeland, Prince William Sound, the Copper River Delta, & the Gulf of Alaska
                                                         EYAK  ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION PLANNING PROJECT
“FRIDAY REPORT”
September 4, 2009
The Eyak staff and Sara Doyle of Land Design North traveled to Valdez last Thursday, Aug 27th for an evening meeting sponsored by the Valdez Parks and Recreation Department’s Todd Wegner. It was a very stimulating meeting with a group of very enthusiastic young people who are involved with the kayaking vendors. They were most interested in amenities for kayak camping in Prince William Sound and with expansion of hiking, backpacking, and mountain biking trails that would offer both single-day hikes and multi-day hikes. They also recognized the need to work together on trail use and maintenance with other users such as ATV’s and snow machine groups, and the “symbiotic” relationship for trail grooming and brushing that those groups created. Thanks Todd for an inspiring meeting. Vince Kelly also attended and provided a lot of knowledge about linkages of trails in Prince William Sound and the concept of circumventing the tunnel out of Whittier by linking the Whittier trails, via boat passage across Portage Lake, and on to connect with the trails in Portage Valley…an interesting concept to pursue.
Project staff traveled up to Chitina, McCarthy and Kennecott (Wrangell and St. Elias National Park) to discuss with residents the Eyak Alternative Transportation Planning project , on Friday, August 28th.  It was interesting to see how much reconstruction has been going on with the historic site of the Kennecott mine, and the interaction with McCarthy.  The “pedestrian only” bridge across the Chitina River to McCarthy, creates an alternative transportation “gateway” to this area.  People must park motor vehicles on the Chitina side and walk across the pedestrian bridge, with shuttles provided for a small fee to McCarthy or to Kennecott.  With the increased activity at the mine as a restoration site, McCarthy is seeing a lot more activity. They are encouraging it, but still appear steadfast on wanting to control motorized access.
Project Planner, Linda Crider, has been continuing to work with Cordova’s school district on their “Safe Routes to School” plan, and conducted a 5-hour training for adults working with the schools and community in bicycle and pedestrian safety education. Linda is a League of American Bicyclists certified trainer so was able to provide this training for Cordova.
Dwayne Adams of Land Design North has been working with Linda and Deb Carlson of Cooper Landing to follow up on August 11-12 community design charette, with a “plan” to take to community groups and Kenai Peninsula Borough for approval.  Linda will travel to Anchorage
to meet with Land Design North and Agnew::Beck to continue work on the draft project report.
A steering committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Oct. 20th, 10:00 am to 12:30 (with lunch provided). This will take place in Anchorage in conjunction with the Alaska Federation of Natives meeting that week. Please put it on your calendar and we will be following up to arrange travel.
At this meeting, the committee will review a “draft of the draft” for the project report. Following that meeting, the comments will be compiled and a Draft Report will be available for review the end of November and distributed for public comment Dec.-Jan 2010. February 2010 will see the final compilation of these comments and suggested revisions, approval by Eyak Village Council, and preparation of the final report (and community posters). These will be submitted the end March, 2010 to FTA.  
Please feel free to contact us further with ideas, suggestions, comments, questions.
Linda Crider (lbcrider@nveyak.org) or Dan McDaniel  (dmcdaniel@nveyak.org)  (907) 424-7738
